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WASHINGTON, DC -U.S. Rep. Michael Arcuri (NY-24) successfully added an amendment to
the Intelligence Authorization Act (H.R. 2701) that aims to strengthen U.S. cyber security
capabilities through information sharing amongst appropriate federal agencies.  The Arcuri
amendment, which passed with unanimous, bipartisan support, would require the President to
submit detailed notifications to Congress on current and newly created cybersecurity programs. 
Arcuri's amendment sets up a preliminary framework for Administration and Congressional
oversight to ensure that the government's national cybersecurity programs are consistent with
legal authorities and preserve individuals' reasonable expectations of privacy.

  

"This amendment continues with my commitment to enhancing our nation's cyber security
capabilities," Arcuri, said.  "We need to have as much information as possible regarding cyber
terrorism threats in order to adequately deal with them and this amendment will allow us to do
just that.  The 24 th Congressional District is uniquely positioned in the
fight against cyber threats, as it is home to so many businesses and government agencies that
specialize in cyber security and I look forward to continuing to work with them to keep us safe
from the growing threat of cyber terrorism."

  

 

  

In the next few years, the Obama Administration and Intelligence Community will begin new and
unprecedented cybersecurity programs with cutting edge technologies that present new legal
and privacy challenges. Arcuri's amendment will allow Congress to follow these developments
closely and gain a deeper and broader understanding of cybersecurity issues so that it can
establish an effective framework for permanent oversight.

  

Arcuri's speech on the floor regarding his amendment can be seen on his YouTube site http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDsGkY17oDY

  

On February 3rd, 2010, Arcuri led the debate tomorrow in the House of Representatives in
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support of cybersecurity legislation that tasks federal agencies with development and
implementation of a strategic plan for cybersecurity research and development activities, and
incentives for students to attain degrees in cybersecurity fields.

  

The Intelligence Authorization Bill (H.R. 2701), which included Arcuri's cyber security
amendment, passed the House of Representatives today by a vote of 235 to 168.
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